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O R l C l N A L  ( i f   PHYSICAL A P P E A R A N C E  

Belmont i s  a  two-story,  wh i t e  frame b u i l d i n g .  It was b u i l t  around 1761 by 
John Dixon of Williamsburg. I n  1825 it was purchased by Joseph F i c k l i n  of 
S t a f f o r d  County, who en la rged  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  of t he  house and added 
a new wing. Ownership of Belmont remained w i t h  t h e  F i c k l i n  fami ly  u n t i l  
t h e  house was purchased by Gar i  Melchers i n  1916, who added a  s t u d i o  wing. 
M r s .  Melchers made Belmont a  g i f t  t o  t h e  Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a ;  it i s  
now opera ted  by Mary Washington Col lege i n  Freder icksburg .  A l a r g e  s t o n e  
s t u d i o  houses many of ~ e l c h e r s '  p a i n t i n g s ,  wh i l e  Belmont i t s e l f  has  become 
t h e  r e s idence  of a r e t i r e d  p r e s i d e n t  of Mary Washington Col lege.  It i s  
s t r u c t u r a l l y  t h e  same a s  when Melchers l i v e d  t h e r e ,  except  f o r  a  smal l  sun- 
porch added by M r s .  Melchers fo l lowing  h e r  husband 's  dea th .  A summer house 
and barn ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  s t one  s t u d i o ,  a r e  a l l  subsequent a d d i t i o n s  t o  
Belmont, a s  i s  a s tone  garage.  A smal l  cook ' s  house,  and a  d a i r y  house,  
d a t e s  back t o  Melchers '  occupancy. The coach house does a l s o ,  bu t  
r e c e n t l y ,  wings have been added t o  e i t h e r  s i d e .  The c a r e t a k e r ' s  home on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of Route 1001 i s  o r i g i n a l ,  bu t  i n  u s e  as a  modern home. 

The Belmont p rope r ty  l i n e  running through Route 1001 l i e s  i n  f r o n t  of a  
s e r i e s  of d i l a p i d a t e d  b u i l d i n g s .  Two of these, inc lud ing  Melchers '  o r i g i n a l  
s t u d i o ,  d a t e s  from h i s  occupancy. A l l  a r e  i n  d i s r e p a i r .  

Boundary 

The boundaries  a r e  t hose  shown by t h e  ye l low l i n e  on t h e  accompanying 
Map A ,  l a b e l l e d  "Belmont" and da t ed  18 February,  1967. They i nc lude  a l l  
t h e  land bequeathed t o  Mary Washington Col lege  by M r s .  Melchers. This  a r e a ,  
comprising some twenty-seven a c r e s ,  i s  r e t a i n e d  i n t a c t  today by t h e  c o l l e g e .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The G a r i  Melchers Home ( ~ e l m o n t )  was t h e  r e s idence  of t he  popula r  American 
p a i n t e r  from 1916 u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1932. Melchers i s  most noted f o r  h i s  
l a r g e  murals ,  "Peace" and f'War", which he d i d  f o r  t he  L ib ra ry  of Congress 
b u i l d i n g  i n  Washington, D.C. Melchers d id  much t o  g a i n  r ecogn i t i on  i n  
Europe f o r  American a r t  a t  a  time when t h i s  n a t i o n  was s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  
c u l t u r a l  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  

Biography 

G a r i  Melchers (1860-1932) was born i n  D e t r o i t ,  t h e  son of a  Westphal ian 
s c u l p t o r  and deco ra to r .  I n  1877 he went t o  Dusseldorf t o  s tudy  p a i n t i n g  
a t  t h e  Royal A r t  Academy. The fo l lowing  y e a r  he v i s i t e d  t h e  P a r i s  Exposi- 
t i o n ,  which had a  tremendous e f f e c t  on him. I n  1881 he  en t e r ed  t h e  Ecole 
de s  Beaux-Arts i n  P a r i s ,  where he s t ud i ed  under t h e  famous a r t i s t s ,  
Boulanger and Lefebvre.  One of  Melchers '  p a i n t i n g s  was accepted f o r  t h e  
1882 Salon,  t h e  most p r e s t i g i o u s  e x h i b i t  i n  t h e  world a t  t h a t  t ime. 

A f t e r  a  b r i e f  per iod  of work i n  I t a l y ,  and a  v i s i t  t o  h i s  home i n  D e t r o i t ,  
Melchers resumed h i s  p a i n t i n g  a t  s t u d i o s  i n  P a r i s  and Egmond, i n  Holland. 
From 1884 on Melchers '  r e p u t a t i o n  grew s t e a d i l y  f o r  mastery of accepted 
s t y l e s  i n  r e l i g i o u s ,  s e c u l a r ,  landscape and s t i l l  l i f e  p a i n t i n g ,  p o r t r a i -  
t u r e  and mural deco ra t i on .  I n  1903 he  marr ied Corinne Lawton Mackall, a  
b e a u t i f u l  woman who modelled ( c lo thed )  f o r  many of h i s  l a t e r  p a i n t i n g s .  

I n  1916 t h e  Melchers s e t t l e d  a t  Belmont, nea r  Freder icksburg ,  V i r g i n i a .  
Un ive r sa l l y  acclaimed and heaped w i t h  honors from many n a t i o n s ,  Melchers 
d i ed  i n  1932. Among h i s  better-known p a i n t i n g s  a r e  "Supper a t  Emmaus," 
"The Family," "Mother and Chi ld t t  ( a l l  a t  t h e  Chicago Museum of A r t ) ,  
"Peace," and "War" ( i n  t h e  L ib ra ry  of Congress) ,  and a  p o r t r a i t  of 
Theodore Roosevelt  ( t he  F r e e r  G a l l e r y ) .  

~ e l c h e r s '  p a i n t i n g  was no t  o r i g i n a l ,  o r  e s p e c i a l l y  c r e a t i v e ,  b u t  h i s  
p o p u l a r i t y  d i d  g a i n  a t t e n t i o n  abroad f o r  American a r t i s t s ,  and spark  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f i n e  a r t s  he r e .  
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